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Minutes of ABTT Training and Education Committee, 
on Thursday 1st August, 14.00 – 15.30 

at the Warwick Arts Centre, Coventry.

Attending; Sebastian B (Chair), Peter M (PMc), Geoff J (GJ), Ros M (RM), Robin T (RT), Clare H (CH),

Apologies; David E (DE), Dave G (DG), Tom M (TM), John Y (JY), Mark W (MW), Mig B (MB), Kathryn G (KG), David B (DB), Rikki N (RN), Steve M(SMc), Lousie B (LB),

1. Minutes of the last meeting: .

Information:

2. Training Courses update: (GJ) – RT noted we have delivered Gold for 3 candidates.
GJ; Guildhall have booked Bronze for September.  Central School have 9 bookings.  WNO apprentices booked Bronze in September.  Glasgow Bronze in January 2020 to be advertised soon.  Summer School 2019 going well.
RT; Carpentry Course; ROH very interested in this course for stage technicians, and counterweight flying.  We need to source delivery tutors and suitable venue, Central School has single and double systems.  Had an enquiry from the National Theatre for counterweight flying.  Manchester Festival Consortium is starting training initiative, including Bronze, for CVT apprentices.  
RT; National College structure is changing to help avoid mismatched student groups, HE and Apprentices.  They have split delivery with South West Essex College and national support may be contracted to independent training provider, Access Creative College, ex-Access to Music, including CVT apprentices.  
SB; Noted that following the first successful CVT (Cultural Venue Technician) apprentices, the next potential apprentices ready for End Point Assessment will be in March 2020.  The End Point Assessment process needs tweaking for the next round.
We’ve completed successful sessions of filming for our new trade show video.  Some of the footage is also planned for our website.

3. Ladder Training for under 18’s. Update (GJ) – 
This course still exists, and only delivered to one school.  RT suggests we could market to non STSG and amateur schools/ organisations, reflected by RM.  Agreed to market through leaflet and website.  RT suggested breaking our Essentials into separate, shorter modules, fitting availability better.  We might need to invest in ‘teaching kits’ for this.  RT and GJ to draft.  

4. Tutor Networking: Update (SB) – 
The Self Assessment questionnaire for potential Bronze candidates has been agreed and available to use.  The main reason for this questionnaire is to help potential candidates decide if the Bronze is applicable of if they’re better going for a Silver course.

Discussion:

5. Outreach (RN) -   
RT suggested this is now being done more widely by others, eg getintotheatre.org website.  RT demonstrated this site, including their website research query form, to find personalised education or career options.  RT suggests we all try the search system and report back.  

6. Communicating with our membership – Update (SB) – 
RT; Our new website is planned to launch in Autumn, 2019.  Committee biogs and photos will be editable by committee chairs.  RT related a question from a colleague, “what can the ABTT do for a 22 year old?’.  This could be one of our most powerful markets.  ‘everyone should have a mentor aged under 30.  Discussion; agreed mentors should be nearer contemporary.
Discussion on the importance of face to face networking to career development.  

7. Bronze course in undergraduate courses (PM) – 
RM to check possibility of double accreditation for HE students to give credit within degree courses.  Discussion;  PM still believes this is useful for the education sector.  RT suggests Bronze accreditation could be considered as an addition to degree, improving employability.  (more on recording).

8. AOB: 
- Additional Stage Silver course (RT) – Nothing new to report.

- OISTAT Education Commission report (PM) -  
PM is a rep on this commission meeting.  There is a History of Tech Theatre in development.  Key item was European Competence data base, a competence standard course enabling casual techs to demonstrate basic competence to venue managements, equates to our Essentials level.  PM to circulate papers.  This is aimed at unskilled crew in Europe.  Tutor and student handbooks available on website, adaptable to country specifics.  PM to send SB links for including in minutes.  PM suggested we should have a presence at these events.  RT explained the Digital Theatre Words app for translations of theatre terminology.  

Next Meetings 2019;
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