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Minutes of ABTT Training and Education Committee, 
on Tuesday 30th July, 2020, 11.00 – 12.30 

By Zoom 

Attending; Sebastian B (Chair), Rikki N (RN), Lousie B (LB), Kathryn G (KG), Mark W (MW), Geoff J (GJ), Robin T (RT), Alexander Cann (AC)

Apologies:, Clare H (CH), Ros M (RM), David E (DE), Dave G (DG), Tom M (TM), John Y (JY), Steve M(SMc), Mig B (MB), Peter M (PMc), Martin S (MS), David B (DB),

1. Minutes of the last meeting.
Accepted.

Information:

Safety Update (MW)  Mark updated us on the publishing of our latest guidance notes 101 & 102.  Currently working on guidance note 103, including backstage areas.  There was discussion on the application to indoor and outdoor performances.

2. Future of Training Courses. 
We’re pleased to be in a position to plan courses in the current situation.  Geoff outlined results from Elysia’s Call Out for Venues.  We are pleased to be planning to deliver a Bronze in Derby, Silver courses in Cheltenham and Mountview, London, all in September.  Aside from Geoff producing specific risk assessments, we’ve agreed to restrict courses to a maximum of 6 candidates.  Some of the candidates are transferring from the cancelled Bronze at Warwick Arts Centre.  

Geoff is arranging for Sebastian and Louise to observe the Bronze Access day, with a view to revising this course for 2021.  

Sebastian will continue researching potential venues in Scotland and Manchester area, and follow up other leads around the country for 2021.  

Sebastian is planning to film some of the course delivery in September, to show how we are delivering courses with Covid safe guidance.

3. Online training.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rikki suggested using CCTV to help deliver the fly floor element of the Flying course.  He asked if we can arrange to film some examples of theatre grid equipment, to use on the Flying course.  Alex suggested grid at Mountview is accessible without using ladders, would be suitable for filming grid equipment.  

We discussed how we might arrange to deliver and assess our courses online.  Alex related how Mountview have overcome some barriers to remote course delivery and assessment.  Kathryn related how her apprentices are being assessed in colleges, under Covid safe conditions.
Rikki suggested online training could be used to help update past candidates on any changes in legislation and practice.

Discussion:

4. Revise our meeting schedule (SB)
Following issues with attendance at our January meeting, we agreed to move our meeting schedule forward to start in February.  
Action; Sebastian agreed to draft suggested dates for 2021, for our next meeting.  

5. CSCS Card (SB)
https://www.podiumtechnieken.be/en/health-safety-and-sustainability/ette 
Sebastian outlined the current scheme.  Peter M initially raised this and is following developments.  We discussed the value for our candidates and the wider industry.  
Action; Sebastian agreed to follow this up with Peter, and include Geoff.  

6. Webinars 10th & 11th June (SB)
Sebastian related the success of our recent series of webinars.  Mark noted the Safety Committee have agreed the next Raising the Curtain will be the last of this topic.  Robin noted the Return To Work webinar is planned for August 12th.  Sebastian noted some others planned in the following weeks, Apprentice Networking which will use Zoom Break Out rooms.  Louise noted some apprentices are very pleased we’re arranging one for them.  

Sebastian asked if we should be involved helping our members to re-skill, to contribute to the current employment situation.  Rikki is concerned about the quality of some apprenticeship training and potential skills gaps when the industry starts to reopen.  Kathryn aired concerns about the effect of redundancies resulting in pressure to recruit apprentices and trainees through the sector revival.  Louise outlined the value of Inspiring Futures IAG events for schools, suggesting we could be involved once schools are open.  Alex related his experience of this initiative.  

7. AOB:
ABTT Production Innovation Award
Robin mentioned an idea for a new ABTT Production Innovation Award.  This has been suggested by Charles Haines (ex- Hall Stage) to recognise innovative ideas in the theatre industry, from people under 30 years old.  It is suggested successful candidates receive certificates, free ABTT membership, a physical award, leading to potential take up by a relevant company in the sector.  

There was discussion about the issue of the age limit.  It was agreed this should be limited to individuals and possibly remove the age limit.   Alex suggested adding categories.  
Robin will take our comments back to Charles, Nikki and David.
Action; SB to add to our next meeting agenda.

Temperature Checking at venues;  Rikki asked if temperature checking should be widely accepted at venues that open.  Mark agreed this could benefit the industry, in conjunction with other C-19 safety measures.  Alex noted that Mountview plan to introduce temperature checking with their students.  

Rikki asked about our plans to handle meal breaks on our courses.  We plan to follow our own guidance notes and each venues’ policies.  

Meetings in 2020;

Tuesday 13th October, 14.00 – Zoom.
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